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around the world. The first Earth Day in 1970
rallied over 20 million Americans from around
the country to learn about our environment.
Conceived by Senator Gaylord Nelson and or-
ganized by Dennis Hayes, Earth Day events
have featured some of the largest grassroots
mobilizations in U.S. history. These early
events helped create the modern environ-
mental movement and led directly to the first
environmental legislation—the Clean Air and
Clean Water Acts.

In the late 1980’s, Dennis Hayes decided it
was time to expand Earth Day internationally
and to renew environmental concern in the
United States. Earth Day is now a highly an-
ticipated annual event held in April that draws
upon the resources, concern, and energy of
countless individuals throughout our planet for
the critical purpose of preserving it.

Earth Day is a gentle reminder to all of us
that the environment is everyone’s issue.
Earth Day observance rekindles public com-
mitment, broadens the base of support for en-
vironmental programs, and encourages partici-
pation from every group, including the busi-
ness community. Earth Day is a successful
catalyst for ongoing environmental education,
action and change. Earth Day activities offer
important points of entry to address worldwide
environmental concerns as well as opportuni-
ties for individuals and communities to focus
on their local environmental problems.

Residents of my congressional district are
planning a variety of events under the direc-
tion of the Bay Area Action group. Some com-
munity gardens will host volunteer work par-
ties on Earth Day weekend while some res-
taurants will offer ‘‘Earth Day Meals.’’ These
events and efforts characterize a national will
to improve and protect our environment for
ourselves, our children, and our grandchildren.

There is clearly a hunger in our Nation
today, not only for more security or for more
economic opportunity, but also for something
which we can all be involved in that is larger
than ourselves and that will have a lasting and
positive impact. Reclaiming our rivers, our for-
ests, improving the quality of our air, and limit-
ing the volume of waste we generate, are the
causes of a committed generation of human
beings doing their part for the betterment of
our planet as a whole.

We are fighting a serious uphill battle, how-
ever. The new majority in Congress, this past
year, has turned its back repeatedly on our
environment. There is no question that this
has been the most antienvironmental Con-
gress in recent history and the blame, un-
doubtedly, falls squarely upon the shoulders of
the majority of this House. Let us not belittle
the meaning of Earth Day with phony rhetoric;
let us match the commitment from our citizens
with actions that safeguard our future.

Three decades ago, President Kennedy
said, ‘‘It is our task and our time in our gen-
eration to hand down, undiminished to those
who come after us, as was handed down to
us by those who came before, the natural
wealth and beauty which is ours.’’ It is time to
recommit ourselves to these same values that
originally made America unique.

The preservation of our environment is not
synonymous with erosion of the economy. It
does mean, however, that Congress has
tough choices to make. We cannot deny the
fact that Government has an important role in
helping to preserve the natural beauty of our
rivers, our forests, our mountains, our beach-
es, and our parks.

Earth Day reminds us that we share the air,
the water, the planet and our destiny with all
the people of the world. Our efforts must ex-
tend beyond our borders to help people in
poorer countries understand the effects of
their actions. Every country is interconnected;
a potential environmental catastrophe can af-
fect us all. That certainly is the message as
we come upon the 10th anniversary of the
Chernobyl disaster in Russia, at the same
time that we mark Earth Day. The United
States should lead the world by being a shin-
ing example.

Mr. Speaker, that is why I stand here today,
requesting the support of my colleagues. We
must never turn our back on our Nation’s envi-
ronment. I hope that the antienvironment trend
of this Congress can be overcome with tan-
gible legislation that recommits our Govern-
ment to protecting our environment.

Mr. Speaker, we can all learn from the mil-
lions of individuals who will participate in Earth
Day this year and years to follow. Ultimately,
it is through them that we must come to un-
derstand that part of our common responsibil-
ity to the future is preserving our environment
today. Let us not acquiesce to the defilement
of our environment; we must not let our inac-
tion serve as a precedent for emerging nations
throughout the world to ignore their role in pre-
serving it. There can be no greater legacy that
we leave behind for our children and grand-
children than a world secure in its commitment
to a healthy and environmentally sound future.
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to rise today to pay tribute to
an outstanding citizen from Tiffin, OH. Dr. Wil-
liam C. Cassell, president of Heidelberg Col-
lege has announced he will retire at the end
of this school year.

Dr. Cassell’s retirement marks the end of a
16 year era in Heidelberg’s development. In
1980, William Cassell became the 11th Presi-
dent of Heidelberg College, one of Ohio’s old-
est colleges. Under his leadership, the college
has made a significant turnaround, enjoying a
large increase in enrollment, the elimination of
huge deficits, and widespread recognition as a
leaders in innovation liberal arts and inter-
national education.

Heidelberg College is a selective, independ-
ent, liberal arts college situated atop College
Hill in Tiffin, OH. For 8 consecutive years, it
has been ranked as ‘‘One of America’s Best
Colleges’’ by U.S. News and World Report.

There is a saying about education that
brings President Cassell to mind. ‘‘When you
teach the people, you reap hundred harvests.’’
William Cassell, after a career of distinguished
service, should feel the deep satisfaction that
comes from creating the harvests of our fu-
ture. He has been a creative, innovative, and
reliable education leader. Over the years, he
has worked tirelessly to make the best pos-
sible use of Heidelberg’s resources for the
sake of the education of each student. In the

process, he has led a staff and an education
community that has mirrored his special sense
of dedication and service.

William Cassell’s commitment to education
has stretched far beyond Heidelberg’s cam-
pus. He was chosen by the former President
of the United States as one of 10 appointees
to the Advisory Council on the White House
Conference on Library and Information Serv-
ices. In 1988, the former Governor of Ohio ap-
pointed Cassell as one of nine members of
the Ohio Higher Education Facilities Commis-
sion. Internationally, Cassell is the Honorary
Royal Cousul General of Nepal. He was a
member of missions for American Manage-
ment Techniques to Indonesia and Jamaica,
and chief of a mission to Thailand. He is on
the executive committee of the International
Education of the American Council of Edu-
cation. Along the way, he has always earned
the respect and admiration of his peers in the
field.

I ask my colleagues to join me today in rec-
ognizing Dr. William Cassell on the occasion
of his retirement, and wish him, his wife
Jeanne, and their three children, Paul, Susan,
and David, all the best in the years ahead.
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Mr. MANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
recognition of Earth Day 1996. During this
Congress it is especially crucial to emphasize
the significance and purpose of this nationally
recognized day. Since 1970, this country has
set aside 1 day a year to highlight the impor-
tance of environmental conservation and pres-
ervation. But protecting the environment and
our national resources is not a once a year
project, it is about the way we choose to live
our lives.

Mr. Speaker, the nationwide recognition of
this day illustrates the overwhelming public
concern over how the natural and man-made
world should interact. While I support efforts to
relieve businesses of undue redtape, I believe
it is possible to do so without also reducing
protection of our air, water and other natural
resources. Although striking a balance is often
difficult, it is necessary for the long-term health
of both the environment and the economy.

As a Member of this esteemed body, I am
pleased with the role Congress has played
over the past 26 years. Passage of legislation
such as the Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act,
the Endangered Species Act, among others,
has been instrumental in cleaning our environ-
ment and protecting our valuable natural re-
sources. It is our responsibility as legislators to
continue to respond to the public and its prior-
ities through enactment and renewal of these
most important environmental laws.

Mr. Speaker, I am hopeful that this day will
be a reminder to Congress that the manage-
ment of our resources is of vital importance.
The decisions we make today will impact not
only our future, but all future generations.
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